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 Like any organization, a school district constantly searches for ways to be more 

efficient, keeping a watchful eye on expenditures while striving to provide quality service to 

its customers. Given the current financial crisis facing our nation, state, and local region, 

the Williamsville Central School District is committed to cost saving efforts that maximize 

every dollar we spend and focus on instructional programs, character development, and 

improving student achievement and learning. 

In November, officials from the New York Power Authority joined the District to 

announce a $8.6 million energy efficiency and clean energy project that will result in major 

savings in electricity and fuel costs for all 13 Williamsville schools.  This comprehensive 

project is expected to significantly lower our energy costs with upgraded lighting, new 

heating, ventilating and air-conditioning equipment, and other energy efficiency measures.   

The Power Authority will finance the project with the District repaying the costs through 

savings from energy and operations over a 15-year period with no tax impact to the 

community. In addition, NYPA will provide up to $75,000 to pay for a five- to six-kilowatt 

solar demonstration project at North High School.  It is expected that this installation will 

serve as a pilot for a much larger scale solar power system at other Williamsville schools in 

the future. Our partnership with NYPA underscores our commitment to a comprehensive 

District-wide energy efficiency program that includes renewable energy sources and makes 

good sense educationally, environmentally, and financially. 

As the budget development process for next year begins, Williamsville, like all other 

New York districts, is facing a level of uncertainty about school funding like no other in 

recent history. The message from Albany is clear – it is going to be a very difficult budget 

year. The challenging economic climate combined with the fiscal uncertainties at the state 

and federal levels mean the school district, like business, families, and other government 

entities, must be extra cautious and identify efficiencies wherever possible.  I remain 

optimistic that Williamsville’s track record of sound financial planning and strong community 

support has positioned us to address the fiscal challenges ahead. I encourage our 

community to stay informed about the District’s budget-building process by attending school 

board meetings, providing feedback, and participating in two public forums – a Legislative 

Forum on January 29 and a Budget Forum on March 10. The District will continue to closely 

monitor the economic climate and its budget implications, particularly at the state level.  



In other important news, Daniel Ljiljanich has been appointed principal of 

Williamsville South High School, effective December 1. Mr. Ljiljanich has been an 

outstanding assistant principal at South for the past year and I am confident that he will be 

an even better principal. Over the past year, the support from the entire South High 

community has proven to be invaluable in maintaining a supportive learning environment 

for students and making the leadership transition as seamless as possible. 

This is a busy time for all of us, both at work and at home. I encourage you to take 

time to enjoy your family and friends during the holiday season. My best wishes for health 

and happiness in the New Year.  

 


